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Abstract
This thesis focuses on the study of Chinatown in North
America. Similar to the migration of other ethnic groups
or cultures to North America, Chinatown originated as
Chinese and East Asian migrants were excluded from
mainstream American culture. Chinatowns became
urban enclaves for Chinese people who speak the
same language as well as share the same culture and
food. However, in many cities in North America, development pressures have led to the gentrification of
Chinatowns, resulting in a decrease in the number of
Asian residents in Chinatown and a homogenization
of the community. After understanding the historical
development and gentrification of Chinatown in North
America, this study aims to explore the potential for
Chinatowns to become historical and cultural centers
and a bridge connecting North American society and
Chinese culture showcased through a series of landscape designs.
This thesis will rethink the lived experience in Chinatowns and strengthen the potential of Chinatowns to
connect Chinese culture and American society. By
using the ancient Chinese environmental construction theory, such as Shan-shui and Feng Shui This
thesis aims to reimagine Chinatown open space and
surrounding areas in a Chinese Feng Shui way. For
example, make the Chinatown community in grading and hierarchy, create artificial water bodies for
refreshing ‘Qi’. Ultimately, this investigation seeks to
preserve and show the valuable and historical significance of Chinese culture in American culture.

8
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Introduction
In the age of shrinking democracy, urbanization, and
increasing enclosure caused by gentrification, the
original disposable land of the native citizens was developed by capital, and the original public space for
the autonomy of small groups of citizens was changed
into urban open space. Some local citizens no longer
have enough money to support them to live in the updated urban area.
Chinatown, as a gathering place for Chinese immigrants around the world, has a deep culture and a difficult history. The earliest Chinese immigrants, after
the 1840s, faced famine and disaster in their former
hometowns. Due to the Chinese Exclusion Act and
various reasons, Chinese immigrants to North America established Chinatown as a shelter and cultural
gathering place. Most of North America’s historic Chinatowns were originally developed on the edges of
cities, providing simple labor, such as garments and
laundry. After gentrification, Chinatowns, like other
ethnic groups and communities, have struggled with
the high cost of living and housing. According to the
10

survey, the proportion of Chinatown’s Chinese and
Asian population is decreasing year by year. More
Chinese Americans choose neighborhoods with better value for money and move to the suburbs, away
from the city. New Chinese immigrants also formed
new groups and found different places to build various Chinatowns.
This thesis will rethink the lived experience in the Chinatowns of America through some specific case studies in Chinatown, specifically Boston Chinatown. By
reusing Chinatown as a channel to connect Chinese
culture and American society, this project attempts to
apply the ancient Chinese understanding of harmony
between man and the natural environment to the urban setting of Chinatown. Using the old Chinese environmental construction theory, this investigation will
seek to improve the living environment in Chinatowns.

‘Chinatown Time travel’ magazine collage, credit by author Xianzhongge Liu
11
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Commons
From this collage, with the development
of science and technology and population
growth, the resources on which human beings rely for survival are becoming increasingly scarce. In the past, these resources
were mainly natural resources, but cultural
resources are gradually missing with the urbanization process.
The commons is the cultural and natural resources accessible to all members of society,
including natural materials such as air, water,
and a habitable Earth. These resources are
held in common even when owned privately
or publicly. Commons can also be understood as natural resources that groups of
people (communities, user groups) manage
for individual and collective benefit. Characteristically, this involves a variety of informal
norms and values (social practice) employed
for a governance mechanism.1 Commons
can also be defined as a social practice2 of
governing a resource not by state or market
but by a community of users that self-governs the resource through institutions that it
creates.3

1. Basu, Soutrik, Joost Jongerden, and Guido Ruivenkamp. “Development of the drought tolerant variety Sahbhagi Dhan: exploring the
concepts commons and community building.” International Journal of
the Commons 11.1 (2017).
2. Harvey, David. Rebel cities: From the right to the city to the urban
revolution. Verso books, 2012.
3. Ostrom, Elinor. Governing the commons: The evolution of institutions for collective action. Cambridge university press, 1990.
12

‘Commons changes through urbanization and gentrification’ magazine collage, credit by author Xianzhongge Liu
13
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“大道之行也，天下為公，選賢與能，講信修睦。故人不獨親
其親，不獨子其子，使老有所終，壯有所用，幼有所長，矜、
寡、孤、獨、廢疾者皆有所養，男有分，女有歸。貨惡其棄於
地也，不必藏於己；力惡其不出於身也，不必為己。是故謀閉
而不興，盜竊亂賊而不作，故外戶而不閉，是謂大同。”
——《礼记·礼运》

Translation:
“When the Great Way prevailed, every person was a part of public society, and public
society belonged to everyone (i.e., The world
is for Everyone, 天下為公). The virtuous and
the able were chosen for public office. Fidelity and friendliness were valued by all. People
not only loved their own parents and children
but loved the parents and children of others
as well. The elderly lived their last years in
happiness; able-bodied adults were usefully
employed; children were reared properly.
Widowers, widows, orphans, the childless
aged, the crippled and the ailing were well
cared for. All men shared their social responsibilities, and all women performed their domestic duties in married life.”
“Natural resources were fully used for the
benefit of all, and not appropriated for selfish ends. People wanted to contribute their
strength and ability to society for the public
good but not for private gain. Trickery and
14

intrigue could not occur in such a society.
Robbery, larceny and other crimes all disappeared. Gates and doors were not locked; no
one ever thought of stealing. This was the
Age of the Great Commonwealth of peace
and prosperity (or Great Unity, 大同).”1
Translated by Dr. Frank W. Price

1. Lü, Guowei, Fuxing Zhang, and Yunqing Li. “Human Community of
Destiny.” (2018).

Chicago Chinatown new gateway, Dajiyuan Newspaper
15
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Process Diagram
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Historical Trace
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Thesis Diagram
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Key Terms

Gentrification
noun/ gen·tri·fi·ca·tion
a process of neighborhood change that
includes economic change in a historically
disinvested neighborhood —by means of real
estate investment and new higher-income
residents moving in - as well as demographic
change - not only in terms of income level, but
also in terms of changes in the education level
or racial make-up of residents.

Chinatown
noun/ Chi·na·town
a district of a large non-Chinese town or port
in which the population is predominantly of
Chinese origin. (not only in the United States
of America, but all the world)

Residents of Boston’s Chinatown rally for protections against displacement amid new development in the neighborhood. (Photo by
John Tlumacki/The Boston Globe via Getty Images)

22

New York Chinatown street view. (Photo by Hellotickets)

23
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CHAPTER 1:
CHINESE IMMIGRATION & CHINATOWN
BACKGROUND

Illustration by Valerie Chiang; Source text from PBS; Library of Congress; Source photographs by Frances Benjamin Johnston Library of Congress Corbis Getty
24
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“I will tell you what I know to
be true. But these are some
things nobody knows…they are
lost…there are no records, only
whispers. I am on this voyage
with you, seeking America’s
past and her present”
——Asian Everyman Narrator

Pixel Wall Painting of Tiger Year, credit by the author Xianzhongge Liu
26
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History of Chinese Immigration in North America

2.Chinese Laborers in America

5.Chinatown Gentrification

3.The Chinese Exclusion Act
4.Early Chinatown Built
1.California gold Rush

28
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California gold rush; Source from Getty Images

“East and West Shaking Hands at Laying Last Rail.” Ceremony for
the driving of the golden spike at Promontory Summit, Utah on May
10, 1869. Photograph by Andrew J. Russell. Public Domain.

“Throwing Down the Ladder by Which They Rose,” cartoon by
Thomas Nast, Harper’s Weekly, July 23, 1870.

Looking north, with a view of the Pui Tak Center building (far right) on
Wentworth Avenue in Chicago’s Chinatown neighborhood, ca 1940s.

1.California Gold Rush

2.Chinese laborers in America

3.The Chinese Exclusion Act

4.Early Chinatown built

1840s
When it was Qing density, and the Opium
War between Great Britain and China left
China in debt. Floods and drought contributed to an exodus of peasants from their
farms. Many Chinese were forced to leave
their homes and seek a life in different places, the U.S. was one of the choices. After
U.S. and China sign the first treaty, Gold was
discovered in California. Chinese miners begin to arrive. Many are just looking for money
and will eventually return to their hometowns
in China.1

1840s-1880s
During that time, Chinese workers migrated
to the United States, most people work in the
gold mines, but some also take agricultural
jobs, and factory works, especially in the garment industry. Chinese immigrants were particularly instrumental in building railroads in
the American west, and as Chinese laborers
grew successful in the United States, several
of them became entrepreneurs in their own
right. As the numbers of Chinese laborers increased, so did the strength of anti-Chinese
sentiment among other workers in the American economy.1

1850s-1940s
American objections to Chinese immigration
took many forms, and generally stemmed
from economic and cultural tensions, as well
as ethnic discrimination. Most Chinese laborers who came to the United States did
so in order to send money back to China
to support their families there. At the same
time, they also had to repay loans to the Chinese merchants who paid their passage to
America. These financial pressures left them
little choice but to work for whatever wages
they could. The Chinese Exclusion Acts were
not repealed until 1943, and then only in the
interests of aiding the morale of a wartime
ally during World War II. 1

1850s-1900s
The first formally recognized Chinatown in
the United States took place in San Francisco, where the first Chinese immigrants arrived in 1848. Chinatown, which began as a
few dilapidated houses far from urban areas,
began as a shelter for Chinese immigrants.
As the number of immigrants increased,
Chinatown grew from buildings to streets
to urban areas. Working-class Hong Kong
Chinese immigrants began arriving in large
numbers in the 1960s, many took low-paying employment in restaurant and garment
factories. Whatever new immigrants do, they
were based in Chinatown.1

1. Johnson, Susan Lee. Roaring camp: The social world of the California gold rush. WW Norton & Company, 2001.

1. Okihiro, Gary Y. “From the Editor: Teaching Asian American History.” OAH Magazine of History 10.4 (1996): 3-7.

1. Soennichsen, John. The Chinese Exclusion Act of 1882. ABCCLIO, 2011.

30

1. Liu, Michael. Forever Struggle: Activism, Identity, and Survival in
Boston’s Chinatown, 1880-2018. University of Massachusetts Press,
2020.
31
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5.Chinatown Gentrification
1950s-Now
Like other ethnic groups, Chinese communities have undergone gentrification. With the
involvement of capital and the development
of urbanization, China city is facing industrial
transformation, high housing costs, and living costs. With the increase of income and
the cessation of the Chinese Exclusion Act,
many residents moved to the suburbs in
search of a better living environment. Today,
what we call Chinatown is more about business, food and work. But new Chinese immigrants also find new immigrant places to
help each other and form new communities.1
In this magazine collage, people can see
that, gentrification does change the living environment, make it more tide and clear. Like
not only the house expand, but also highly
planned urban area. While the increasing living cost make many people not comfortable,
or even leave their home.

‘Chinatown gentrification’ magazine collage, credit by author Xianzhongge Liu
32

1. Liu, Michael. Forever Struggle: Activism, Identity, and Survival in
Boston’s Chinatown, 1880-2018. University of Massachusetts Press,
2020.
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Historial Timeline of Big Events about Chinese Immigration in North America

Resource from http://www.cetel.org/index.html
34
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Chinatown in North America
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CHAPTER 2:
BOSTON CHINATOWN

Old Boston Chinatown photo, resource from Chinatown Atlas
38
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All information and resource from Chinatown Atlas

History of Boston Chinatown - Chinatown Expension
1902 Boston Chinatown Map

1938 Boston Chinatown Map

1972 Boston Chinatown Map

1988 Boston Chinatown Map

1902 Boston Chinatown,credit by author Xianzhongge Liu

1938 Boston Chinatown,credit by author Xianzhongge Liu

1972 Boston Chinatown,credit by author Xianzhongge Liu

1988 Boston Chinatown,credit by author Xianzhongge Liu

Chinese men began to arrive in Boston in
the 1870’s. Driven out of the West by antiChinese fervor and excluded from factories
and stores, they started laundries in Boston
and out-lying industrial towns. Because of
the Chinese Exclusion Act, the men could
not bring their families and lived in isolation
in their laundries. By the 1880’s, Chinatown
had formed on Harrison Avenue between Essex and Beach Streets to serve their needs.
On Sundays, the laundrymen converged on
the area to meet with friends, buy food and
supplies and sought solace and diversion
through gambling and opium. However, Chinatown was viewed as a threat and a blight
on the city and many attempts were made to
remove it.

Despite the Exclusion Act, the Chinese community began to emerge as a community with
an increase in the number of families, though
the majority of the residents remained single
men. Community organizations including
the Boys Scouts, the Quong Kow Chinese
School and family associations emerged to
solidify the community.

The participation of Chinese-American in the
armed forces and in industries brought new
self-confidence and acceptance by the larger society. The repeal of the Exclusion Act,
along with the War Brides Act and the Refugee Acts enabled women and families, mostly via Hong Kong, to settle in Chinatown.

As the 1965 Immigration Reform Act took
effect, there was an influx of new people,
including university-educated immigrants
from Hong Kong, Taiwan, and Southeast
Asia. Community organizations, such as the
Chinese American Civic Association and
the South Cove Community Health Center,
expanded to accommodate the increasing
number of residents.

Population:
Chinatown – 249
Boston – 1,186
Mass – 2,968

Population:
Chinatown – 808
Boston – 1,595
Mass – 2,973

40

The number of laundries peaked while restaurants and nightclubs became important
economic drivers. Because Chinatown was
isolated from mainstream society, the control
of commercial life and illegal activities were
fought over by competing organizations. After periodic bursts of violence, a truce was
reached in the mid-‘30’s.

As the community grew, major development
projects threatened the community – the
expansion of Tufts-New England Medical
Center, the Central Artery, and the Massachusetts Turnpike. On the other hand, Urban
Renewal brought affordable housing and
community facilities, which helped stabilize
Chinatown as a viable community.

Population:
Chinatown – 2900
Boston – 7,007
Mass – 14,012

Within Chinatown and in the suburbs, restaurants and their supporting businesses remained an important economic base. Housing, shops, and restaurants expanded into
the former garment factory buildings. As
the Combat Zone began to decline, Chinese
businesses (many of them Sino-Vietnamese)
expanded along Beach St. and onto Washington St.
Population:
Chinatown – 5000
Boston – 16,701
Mass – 53,792
41
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History of Boston Chinatown - Chinatown Expension

History of Boston Chinatown - Open Space Changes

2014 Boston Chinatown Map

The open space within two rows of buildings in one block was occupied by new buildings during urbanization.

2014 Boston Chinatown,credit by author Xianzhongge Liu

In 2000 and 2010, the community – traditional
organizations, residents, social service agencies – came together to develop the second
and third Master Plans. These were the first
initiated and conducted by the community.
They emphasized the need for affordable
housing and continued social services.
Limited by space within Chinatown’s core,
growth has expanded to Quincy and Malden, linked by the Red and Orange subway
lines. Skilled workers in the high-tech facilities along the Route 128 corridor have found
homes in the western suburbs, forming small
Chinese concentrations.

Population:
Chinatown – 6000
Boston – 25,000
Mass – 123,000
42

The open space turns into an enclosed space which is unused or become a parking lot.

Luxury apartment with rooftop
garden & swimming pool

Affordable house with community
green/open space

Row house with backyard garden/
community garden
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History of Boston Chinatown - Street Elevations
What is the future of Chinatown street going to look like?

Beach St Elevation in different ages, resource from Chinatown Atlas

Harrison St Elevation in different ages, resource from Chinatown Atlas

The original garment factory served as a shelter for Chinese immigrants. As time passed and
technology developed, the streets were taken over by streetcars. The garment factory has
gradually become a commercial space along the street, providing convenience stores, restaurants, dessert shops and a series of basic facilities for local residents.

After the movement and gentrification of urban renewal, the family unit row houses were replaced by buildings with ornate facades. The ground floor along the street changed from a
factory to a commercial space like restaurants, shops. Eventually, the old buildings became
new high-end hotels, luxury apartments.

All information and resource from Chinatown Atlas
44
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Boston Chinatown - Existing Conditions

Chinatown area change over time
46

Chinatown area existing land use
47
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Chinese Diaspora Map in Boston Area
Large Chinese populations migrate from Chinatown to Malden, Allston, and Quincy along
public transport routes.

MALDEN

ALLSTON
CHINATOWN

MBTA Red line
MBTA Orange line
MBTA Green line

QUINCY

MBTA Blue line
21%-49%
11%-20%
6%-10%
2%5%
48
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Boston Chinatown Psycho-geographic Map

Green space
Commercial area
Residential area
Facilities & Institution
50
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Diagram Boston Chinatown

52

OLD CHINATOWN

“NEW CHINATOWN”

Defense
Boundary
Enclave
Enclosed
Ordered
Axis
Gateway

More “American”
Growth
Dispersion
Linar
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CHAPTER 3:
CHINESE ANCIENT THEORY AND COMPARATION

the visual representation of everyday life of people in Chinese cities and the urban milieu in the early 18th century, <Along the River During the Qingming Festival>, Song Denisty, 1125
54
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Feng-Shui Idea apply to Landscape
Traditional Chinese Fengshui theory originated thousands of years ago. It contains the
classical conclusion made by Kevin Lynch, a
famous American expert in urban planning in
1960s, studied urban landscape by perceiving the environment. Lynch believed that
the image of a city consisted of five major
elements, namely, path, edge, district, point,
and landmark. Each element constitutes the
city’s readability and imaginability with time
process and mobile elements (i.e., humans
and their activities). In The Image of the City
(2001), three case studies were limited within the inner part of three cities (i.e., Boston,
Jersey City, and Los Angeles), and an analysis on surroundings was far from sufficient.
Hence, he pointed out the shortcomings of
imaginability: We should have focused on an
open environment, and Chinese Fengshui
theory is a special solution in an irrational
way.1

The ideal Feng-Shui Pattern of Ancient Chinese City,credit by author Xianzhongge Liu

Historically, as well as in many parts of the
contemporary Chinese world, feng shui was
used to orient buildings and spiritually significant structures such as tombs, as well as
dwellings and other structures. One scholar
writes that in contemporary Western societies, however, “feng shui tends to be reduced
to interior design for health and wealth. It has
become increasingly visible through ‘feng
shui consultants’ and corporate architects,
who charge large sums of money for their
analysis, advice, and design.”2

1. Yan, Y. U., and Y. A. N. G. Zaijun. “Analysis on Fengshui theory
and urban planning in ancient China.” Canadian Social Science 12.1
(2016): 42-48.
2. Juergensmeyer, Mark, and Wade Clark Roof, eds. Encyclopedia of
global religion. SAGE publications, 2011.
56

The City Image of the Fengshui Pattern of the Langzhong Ancient City,credit by author Xianzhongge Liu
57
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“匠人營國，方九裏，旁三門，國中
九經九緯，經塗九軌，左祖右社，面
朝後市，市朝一夫。”

——《周礼·考工记·匠人》

Translation:
匠人営国: Jiang ren ying guo: Master builder
who constructs the city.
方九里: fang jiu li: 9li # 9 li square.
旁三門: pang san men: Sides with three
gates.
国中九経九緯: guo zhong jiu jing jiu wei: Nine
vertical streets and nine horizontal streets
within the city.
経塗九軌: jing tu jiu gui: The width of the vertical axes is 9 ki (wheels).
左祖右社: zuo zu you she: Ancestral shrine
(Mausoleum) to the left, divine worship (Soil
& Grain platform) to the right.
面朝後(后)市: qian chao hou shi: Imperial
Court in front (of Imperial Palace), markets at
the back.
市朝一夫: shi chao yi fu: Size of palace and
market 1 li # 1 li.

“Zhōu lǐ”, which describes the ideal administrative system of kingdoms, is commonly
said to have been written by Dan, Duke Wen
of Zhou , who was a member of the royal
family of the Zhou dynasty. It is also said
that Emperors of subsequent dynasties tried
to follow “Zhōu lǐ”. Many scholars have reconstructed the ideal capital city plans according to “Zhōu lǐ” ‘Kaogong ji’. However,
because the book’s sentences relating to
city planning, street pattern, block formation,
and so on are relatively short (less than 7,000
Chinese characters), a number of different
diagrams have been drawn over time.1

1. Funo, Shuji. “Ancient Chinese capital models—Measurement system in urban planning—.” Proceedings of the Japan Academy, Series
B 93.9 (2017): 724-745.
58

Yuan, Henan zhi, Zhou King city map
59
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中国建筑之个性乃即我民族之性格，
即我艺术及思想特殊之一部，非但在
其结构本身之材质方法而已。

——梁思成

Translation:
The character of Chinese architecture is the
character of our nation, a special part of
our art and thought, not only in the material
method of its structure itself.
The form of Chinese architecture is far from
being so simple as the ingenious wooden
mortise and tenon structure. More importantly, Chinese architecture represents the
spiritual internalization of culture and history.

Yingzao Fashi (State Building Standards) is
the oldest extant Chinese technical manual
on buildings. It was compiled by Li Jie, a Superintendent of State Buildings in 1100 and
published by the Song sovereign in 1103.
There are thirty-four chapters in the Yingzao
Fashi, starting with a concise definition of
the main terms used in the manual by tracing their textual origins. The main body of
the book specifies the units of measurement,
design standards and construction principles with structural patterns and building elements illustrated in drawings. Furthermore,
it specifies standard estimates for labour
works, documents material data, and lists
recipes for decorative painting and coatings,
etc. It embodies the greatest achievements
of Chinese architecture in its day.1
1. Guo, Qinghua. “Yingzao Fashi: twelfth-century Chinese building
manual.” Architectural History 41 (1998): 1-13.

60

Rules for Structural Carpentry According to YING-TSAO-FA-SHIH, By Liang Sicheng
61
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世之兴造，专主鸠匠，独不闻三分
匠、七分主人之谚乎？非主人也，能
主之人也。古公输巧，陆云精艺，其
人岂执斧斤者哉？若匠惟雕镂是巧，
排架是精，一梁一柱，定不可移，俗
以“无窍之人”呼之，甚确也。

——《园冶·兴造论》

Translation:
In ancient times, houses and gardens were
built, emphasizing the agreed system and
skilled craftsmen. Therefore, the importance
of designers was put forward at the beginning of the book. When I recall Lu Ban and Lu
Yun, they were skillful craftsmen. They were
more than craftsmen. If only the pursuit of
meticulousness, dare not change a column
of rules, that is no aura of the people.

Yuan Ye is the first monograph on garden art
theory in China and a summative of Chinese
classical garden-making thoughts. The author of this book is Ji Cheng, a famous garden builder and poet in the late Ming Dynasty.1 He was born in Suzhou, Jiangsu Province
in 1579 and his death date is unknown. Ji
Wofu elaborated his insightful views on garden art in “Garden Ye”, with more than 200
illustrations. The prose adopted the parallel
style and the language was exquisite and
gorgeous. People of the time once commented ji Wofu’s poems as “autumn orchid
exudes fragrance, the meaning is bright and
elegant”. Although his poems have been
lost, modern people can still get a glimpse of
Ji Wofu’s profound literary statements from
the double, four, and six and splendid and
colorful words in Yuan Ye.2
1. Powell, Eric. “Restoring an intimate splendor.” PDF). World Monuments Fund. Archived from the original (PDF) on 16 (2011).
2. McDermott, Joe. “The Craft of Gardens.” (1990): 70-74.

62

Chinese Landscape painting: One of the 50 sights of the Old Summer Palace
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将城市的密度与功能和山水意境结合
起来，建造以人的精神和文化价值观
为核心的未来城市，并可以为每一个
城市居民所共享，或可称其为“山水
城市”。
——马岩松

Translation:
By combining urban density with function
and landscape artistic conception, we can
build a future city with human spirit and cultural values as the core, which can be shared
by every urban resident, or we can call it
“Shan-Shui city”.

A threat of identity loss in many Chinese cities is becoming evident. Some scholars see
the significance of applying the values embedded in traditional Chinese urbanism, such
as balance and harmonious human-nature
relationships, in its urban development. The
Shan-Shui City, can be an important source
of inspiration for creating places that can
balance the needs for economic growth and
environmental protection. The Beijing Olympic Forest Park, as a landscape design of
Shan-Shui idea, represent the environmental
philosophy and aesthetics underlying the traditional “Shan-Shui” concept and the planning and design strategies embraced by the
“Shan-Shui” city idea can make this placemaking method an appealing and effective
sustainable urban development approach in
China.1
1. Yang, Yizhao, and Jie Hu. “Sustainable urban design with chinese
characteristics: inspiration from the Shan-Shui City Idea.” ArticuloJournal of Urban Research 14 (2016).
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Model of Nanjing Zendai Himalayas Center by MAD Architect
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3: from Niall Patrick Walsh, ODA New York

1: from Niall Patrick Walsh, ODA New York

Project: Bamboo-Inspired “Dragon Gate”
Site: Manhattan, New York Chinatown
Time: April 04, 2018
ODA New York has released images of its
proposed “Dragon Gate” pavilion for New
York’s Chinatown, seeking to act as a symbolic gateway to the famous Manhattan
neighborhood. Using modern materials and
forms to invoke symbols of traditional Chinese culture, the scheme seeks to capture
Chinatown’s remarkable duality: a community of tradition resistant to change, yet one
regarded as a uniquely contemporary phe-

2: from Niall Patrick Walsh, ODA New York
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nomenon showcasing New York’s inclusive
diversity.
Situated on a triangular traffic island at the
intersection of Canal, Baxter, and Walker
Streets, ODA’s scheme seeks to activate a
currently-underused pedestrian space. The
Dragon Gate consists of a triangular form adhering to a three-dimensional, gridded structure formed from interwoven, tubular, bronze
steel inspired by bamboo scaffolding. As the
structure densifies, selected pieces will be
painted red to create the illusion of a dragon
in mid-flight.
The scheme seeks to respond to its urban
context by facilitating a series of pedestrian
nodes and connections through the site. As
a two-way standard gate would fail to accommodate the site’s multi-directional pedestrian flow, a series of arches has been

created to permit several access points, all
feeding towards a central gathering area. Infusing a green aspect to the existing gritty
surroundings, climbing plants will creep upwards along the steel structure from the pavilion’s base.
More than a strategic urban intervention,
The Dragon Gate seeks to evoke a deeper,
more significant relationship with Chinese
culture. The structure’s association with
bamboo references the material’s cultural

significance: a sign of longevity, vitality, virtue, and luck. Where the structure densifies
at the heart of the structure, strategicallyplaced red paint creates the impression of
a dragon in mid-flight, evoking the famous
Chinese symbol of strength and good fortune. Meanwhile, The Dragon Gate’s ascending curves echo the upturned eaves of
traditional Chinese roofs, while its arches
recall the ancient fortified city walls found
throughout China.

4: Diagram from Niall Patrick Walsh, ODA New York
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Project: Rentify Chinatown: Place-Based Identity in Boston Chinatown
Site: Boston, Boston Chinatown
Time: April 21, 2020
loss of local identity. Rentify

1: Concept image of Rentify Cinatown

Rentify Chinatown is an initiative combining digital
tools, data analytics, in-depth interviews, and placemaking strategies to visualize housing challenges and
opportunities, document place identity, and help create a sense of belonging within the Chinese communities in American cities.

Chinatown researches
the vulnerable communities in Chinatown that are at
risk of life and experience displacement due to gentrification. We focus our study on Chinese families
under the threat of expulsion and eviction in Chinatown, often identified as the elderly population, local
low-income working class, and new immigrants with
minimal English proficiency.
We are working with local community partners, such
as the Chinatown Progressive Association and the
Chinatown Community Land Trust, and building tools
to visualize the gentrification issues faced by local
communities, engage low-income and aging societies
in the planning and decision-making process, and introduce the history and stories of Boston’s Chinatown
to the public.

Understanding Boston Chinatown is at risk of gentrification and displacement, which exacerbates the
loss of identity and memory, Rentify Chinatown aims
to leverage the joint power of digital tools, data analytics, and in-depth interviews to document and explain place-based identity for local communities in
Boston Chinatown. The Rentify Chinatown research
team aims to create a shared database of quantitative
and qualitative data for Boston Chinatown community
organizations, including Chinatown Community Land
Trust (CCLT) and Chinatown Progressive Association
(CPA), as well as identify challenges and opportunities
in the neighborhood.
In Boston’s Chinatown, the traditionally working-class
immigrant neighborhood’s housing stock and land
base are constantly reshaped by the influx of luxury
residential developments, institutional expansions,
gentrification, and short-term rental models such as
Airbnb. As a result, many cultural facilities and amenities are driven out by increasing rents, leading to a
68

2: Rentify Chinatown map

3: Research of Boston Chinatown in Rentify Chinatown project
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Project: Chaoyang Park Plaza
Site: Beijing, China
Time: 2012-2017

1: Concept image of Chaoyang Park Plaza

“In modern cities, architecture as an artificial
creation is seen more as a symbol of capital,
power or technological development; while
nature exists independently. It is different
from traditional Eastern cities where architecture and nature are designed as a whole,
creating an atmosphere that serves to fulfill
one’s spiritual pursuits,” said architect Ma
Yansong. “We want to blur the boundary between nature and the artificial, and make it
so that both are designed with the other in
mind. Then, the argument in the modern logic of humans to protect or to destroy nature
will no longer exist if we understand and see
humans and nature as co-existing. Human
behavior and emotion is part of nature, and
nature is where that originates and ends.”
Inspired by traditional Chinese landscape
paintings, the design remodels the relationship of large-scale architecture within our urban centers. It introduces natural forms and
spaces - “mountain, brook, creek, rocks, valley and forest” - into the city. The asymmetrical twin tower office buildings on the north
side of the site, sit at the base of the park’s
lake and are like two mountain peaks growing
out of the water. The transparent and bright
atrium acts like a “drawstring” that pulls the
two towers together by a connecting glass
rooftop structure.
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The small-scale, low-rise commercial buildings appear as mountain rocks that have endured long-term erosion. They seem to be
randomly placed, but their strategic relationship to one another forms a secluded, but
open urban garden, offering a place where
people can meet within nature in the middle
of the city.
The two multi-story Armani apartments to the
southwest continue this concept of “open air
living” with their staggered balconies, offering each residential unit more opportunities
to be exposed to natural sunlight, and ultimately feel a particular closeness to nature.

3: Chinese landscape painting view of Chaoyang Park Plaza

The overall environment is shaped by
smooth, curved surfaces of black and white,
creating a quiet and mysterious atmosphere.
It is one that evokes the emotion and aesthetic resonance of a traditional Chinese ink
painting, creating a tranquil escape from the
surrounding, bustling urban environment.
The landscape that weaves itself in between
the buildings incorporates pine trees, bamboo, rocks and ponds - all traditional eastern
landscape elements that imply a deeper connection between the architecture and classical space.

2: Model of Chaoyang Park Plaza

4: Bird view of Chaoyang Park Plaza
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Comparasion with Ancient Chinese City & Chinese Communities nowaday

City’s outer walls and gates

Subdivision of the city into
walled and gated wards

Subdivision of the wards into
sectors

Example of a ward subdivided
into various land parcels

Schematic representation of the typical structure of a Chinese city during the Tang Dynasty, Source: Hamama 2017

Plan of the residential district of Tiantongyuan, Beijing. Almost all residential blocks are gated and surrounded by fences, source: Jian Liu, 2019

Plan of Dadu in Yuan Dynasty, source: Fu, X.N. (2001).

Basic Grid of Dadu, source: Funo, S. (2015).

Gates and walls represented for long time a distinct feature of the Chinese urban landscape.
Prior to the Song Dynasty (960–1279 AD), cities had external walls and internal walled-off
wards.1
Basic grid:Fu Xi Nian analyzed the measurement data reported by the archaeological survey
authorities and proposed his hypothesis regarding the planning of Dadu. He suggests that
Dadu was planned using the size of the palace as a reference.2
1. Hamama, Badiaa, and Jian Liu. “What is beyond the edges? Gated communities and their role in China’s desire for harmonious cities.” City,
Territory and Architecture 7.1 (2020): 1-12.
2. Funo, Shuji. “Ancient Chinese capital models—Measurement system in urban planning—.” Proceedings of the Japan Academy, Series B 93.9
(2017): 724-745.
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Plans of different gated communities in Haidian District, Beijing. Most of them are large-scale gated superblocks with their own property
management systems and structure, source: Jian Liu, 2019
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CHAPTER 4:
DESIGN PRINCIPLES

Pixel drawing of Chinatown Gateway, credit by author Xianzhongge Liu
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Chinese Universe about Boston Downtown Area

According to the traditional Chinese Fengshui pattern, there are mountains behind the city for
protection; water goes through the edge of the town to refresh ‘Qi,’ which represents energy
in Fengshui.
So how about I see the downtown Boston area in Fengshui way?

Highway
Waterbody

The downtown skyscrapers are seen as urban mountains. under highway system become a
waterbody. There is a boundary of Chinatown as the city walls. The most popular gate of the
city is the east one, which is the Chinatown gateway location. Then my imagination is about
open space connection, a system that can make the Chinatown open space become a network and link to the outer open space in a larger context. And linkage to the transportation
gateway, which can create more connections between old Chinatown and new Chinatown.
Bridges to connect lower Chinatown area.

Commercial area
Facility & organization
Residential area
Green/open space
Red line
Green line
Orange line
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Design Principles - Marketplace

1. A center public space for Chinese(Asia
immigrants) in culture, history, and political
aspects.
2. Offer a series of programs for all ages.
(pedestrian mall / event field/ street market)

Plan of Chang’an City, Capital of the Tang Dynasty (7th century A.D.), source: Heng Chye Kiang, 2014
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Design Principles - Open Space Connection, 1st Floor

1. In the commercial area, use different
commercial patterns to link open space.
2. A guide to all the Chinese characteristic
mirrors.

Chinese Landscape Painting by Zhang Daqian
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Design Principles - Open Space Connection, Waterbody

1. Waterbody (artificial) can refresh “Qi,”
energy in Fengshui Theory.
2. A connection from local open space to
the waterfront.

A detailed map of the capital proper,the Beijing City plan & waterbody in Ming and Qing dynasties. Circa 1890.
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Design Principles - Bridge over Water

1. Waterbody (artificial) can refresh “Qi,”
energy in Fengshui Theory.
2. A connection from local open space to
the waterfront.

< Along the River During the Qingming Festival>, Song Dynasty 12th century
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Design Principles - Gateway Condition

< Along the River During the Qingming Festival>, Song Dynasty 12th century

1. Gateway as an entrance for people to realize they are entering Chinatown. Chinese characteristics are becoming more and more.
2. Gateway open space links outside for the future Chinatown growth. (more about place
identity)
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CHAPTER 5:
PRINCIPLES APPLY TO SITE

Pixel drawing of Chinatown Lion Dancing, credit by author Xianzhongge Liu
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Chinatown Master Planning - Plan View

90

Chinatown Master Planning - Plan Diagram

Road System

Subway System

Open Space

Waterbody & 1st Floor

Existing & Potential Mural

Fuctional Zone
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Chinatown Master Planning - Axon View
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Chinatown Master Planning - Axon View
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Marketplace - Street Market
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Marketplace - Event Field
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Marketplace - Pedestrian Mall
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Gateway Park - Popup/Installation

Ramp for Children

Stage Theater

Mega Chinese Chess

Urban Farm Exhibition

Artist Bench

Little Museum

Boston Chinatown pop up/ installation before, Photo by Katytarika Bartel
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Bridge Urban Farm
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Open Space Connection - Mural Trail
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Open Space Connection - 1st Floor Commercial
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Open Space Connection - Waterbody
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Findings + Conclusions
I was born in a small village in the southern
suburbs of Beijing. My memory of my childhood home is the Chinese toon tree in my
grandfather’s yard. But due to the rapid urbanization and gentrification of Beijing, my
hometown has changed from a rural area
to an upscale neighborhood of skyscrapers. As the locals lost their sense of home,
they also lost something special about the
area. Although modern blocks have brought
convenience to life, the urban landscape of
different areas has become homogenized,
making it difficult for people to distinguish
themselves under which overpass.
In my study and life, I encountered the theory
of “Shan-Shui City” proposed by Professor
Qian Xuesen. It points out that urban construction should be combined with the natural environment, and micro traditional garden
ideas should be combined with the natural
landscape of the whole city. This is not only
consistent with ancient Chinese urban construction theories but also based on modern
ecological science, so as to create a living
environment that can retain positive historical and cultural memories.
When I came to Chinatown in the United
States, I found that the Chinese people there
were going through similar things. On the one
hand, the life of many people has become
difficult due to gentrification, on the other
hand, the cultural identity of Chinese people
is gradually missing. Maybe the landscape
city theory I learned can help Chinatown to
become a better living environment. While
preserving cultural and historical identity,
Chinatown also serves as a cultural showcase for a multicultural American society.
This thesis starts with the immigration history
of the Chinese and makes a research about
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the basic situation of Chinatown. Through
the study of the traditional Chinese landscape theory and urban construction theory,
based on the scientific background, to find a
suitable way to improve the urban landscape
of Chinatown. Therefore, these methods are
applied to the urban construction of Chinatown, making the Chinatown community that
has undergone gentrification more cultural
characteristics and more livable.
Chapter 1:
In the earlier chapter, I studied the history
of Chinese immigrants and the establishment and current situation of Chinatown. No
matter what happens to The Chinese immigrants, the meaning of immigration and the
establishment of Chinatown is to find a better living environment and feel a better life.
Although different Chinese immigrants come
from different places, speak different dialects, and even have different cultural customs. But all immigrants have the same identification with Chinese history and traditional
culture. In addition, the proportion of Chinese
and even Asian population in Chinatown
community is decreasing year by year, but
Chinatown in North America is still the historical, cultural, and political center of Chinese
immigrants. New Chinese neighborhoods or
Asian restaurant areas are no substitute for
traditional Chinatowns.
Chapter 2:
After an in-depth study of Boston Chinatown,
in the second chapter, I found that in addition to transportation and housing problems,
the lack of open space and low-quality open
space are urgent problems to be solved in
the Chinatown community. This conclusion

is also confirmed by previous studies.
Despite the high urban density of Chinatown
neighborhoods, there are a series of open
spaces that can be transformed to improve
the streetscape within the community.

The aim of this thesis is to create a set of design principles that can be applied to the reconstruction of open spaces in Chinatown in
North America, based on the traditional Chinese Feng Shui urban construction theory.

Chapter 3:
In the third chapter, the traditional ancient
Chinese geomancy theory, urban construction theory, architectural construction theory, and landscape garden theory all contain
precious theories missing in modern urban
construction. No matter how complicated
and complicated these theories are, their
essence is the harmony between man and
the natural environment, and human beings
should conform to the laws of nature rather
than trying to dominate nature.
According to the comparison of North American Chinatown, ancient Chinese urban construction, and modern Chinese community,
this graduation project can find the classical
theory suitable for the current North American Chinatown, to apply it to the open space
reconstruction of the Chinatown community.
Chapter 4&5:
In the last two chapters, I select some design
principles that can be applied to Boston’s
Chinatown. After establishing a different hierarchy of open Spaces, connect them with
water bodies or a level of commerce, and
build an urban farm over the bridge to connect the two parts of the Chinatown community. Hold more activities in gateway park to
increase public participation.
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1. What are the key ideas explored in this book
that relate to landscape and the built environment? What are the arguments that support these
main ideas?

Reading Reflection to:
City Unsilenced Urban Resistance and Public Space in the Age of Shrinking Democracy

Cover page of City Unsilenced Urban Resistance and Public Space in the Age of Shrinking Democracy

This book is based on the background of urban politics and economy after the development of modern democratic society. With the
inexorable march of gentrification, citizens in
the process of urban development are not
free to control their own land and the common before. The authors of this paper argue
that as simultaneously a place for mobilization and organized resistance and as a space
threatened by neo-liberal urban development and policing, public space serves as
an important site for examining the linkages
between processes of shrinking democracy
and urban resistance.
As the high-speed development of economic and social background, in the age of
shrinking democracy and increasing enclosure nowadays. The article begins by taking
Hong Kong and Taiwan as examples, both
of which have seen massive demonstrations,
protests and terrorist activities. Urban public
space and common on the city-region scale
become the carrier of these activities and
movements. Similar things happen all over
the world, and the movement is not an accident aimed at a particular location and a particular political system. The author of this article raises a series of questions. What is the
significance of urban resistance and public
space in the age of shrinking democracy and
increasing enclosure? What are the specific
roles of public space in the recent resistance
movements? What are the implications of urban resistance for the continued production
of public space?
For past planning and design scholars concerned with public space, there remains
much more work to be done in unpacking
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the role of public space in supporting and engendering active democracy. So, the author
of the article and others undertook this project which brought together a diverse group
of scholars and activists who are from different cultural and disciplinary backgrounds to
study recent resistance movements around
the world and the public spaces where those
happened.
Actually, public space has been central
to those movements. Specifically, public
space is not only the site in the concept of
space, but also the subject of contestation
and struggles against neo-liberal development and policies. Public space serves as
an important site for examining the linkages
between processes of shrinking democracy
and urban resistance. When public spaces under attack, they also become spaces
of expression, mobilization and contestation which remain themselves as active democracy spaces. According to the research
project, the book is of four parts, each one
is corresponding to specific ways in which
urban resistance intersects with the making
and remaking of contemporary public space.
In the first part, scholars begin by examining different forms of mobilization in public
space. The second part is about reclaiming
which focus on cases in which movements
to protect and reclaim public space. The topic of the third part is negotiating, which addresses a persistent challenge facing urban
social movements. The last part is contesting, which is about the continued struggles
of urban resistance.
When we back to what made those movements happened, we would find that the reason of all the protest, activities, and movement similar like that were adding up bit by
bit. The first possible situation is that, with
the development of urbanization, citizens’
own land is occupied due to the profit-seek117
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ing development of capital. The residential
houses and common of citizens in the past
are changed into office buildings with high
plot ratio, and citizens’ living environment is
occupied. The other is that as the rapid development of economy and rising prices, the
capitalist class has acquired a lot of wealth,
but the income of laborers and farmers has
not been improved as it should be. This kind
of contradiction between classes has been
promoting the movement happen in public
space.
2. Is the author(s) oﬀering a speciﬁc critique?
What is the nature of that critique (social, political,
cultural, environmental? (Sometimes the author’s
critique is very obvious but other times you have
to read into the author’s writing to determine the
core of their critique.)
The main content of the book is research
studies of social resistance movements scattered in different locations around the globe.
All the result serves to highlight a specific set
of relationships that link social movements to
aspects of the built and lived environments.
The author’s wording in the article is very objective to state the occurrence and cause of
the movement, but the cause of the occurrence of these situations, I think the author
is critical.
The resistance movement was largely driven
by a shrinking democracy, neoliberal policies, and gentrification. This is not to say that
these things are bad, on the contrary, they
have brought about rapid economic development, rapid urbanization. While everything
is a double-edged sword, they also change
the public space and increase the cost of living of citizens, thus causing the new urban
public space to become the carrier of resistance movement. In the conclusion of many
different case studies, the author points out
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the importance of public space for people,
but also claims that the root cause of resistance movements and demonstrations is
class conflict after gentrification.
The author criticizes the current situation
of the resistance movement from the perspective of politics and economy. But unfortunately, we, as designers and planners,
have been unable to grasp the changes in
social democracy, gentrification, urbanization. What we can do is to sort out the public
space of citizens after the occurrence of the
existing facts. In addition, scholars can summarize more universal and similar laws for future generations to learn from the study and
analysis of these cases.
3. What are the main spatial and temporal implications of the topic the author writes about?
Most of the case studies in this book are of
resistance movements that took place in urban areas within the last decade. So, from a
time perspective, the author raises the issue
of shrinking democracy today, also gentrification nowadays.
While for the spatial aspect, the author and
scholars look for resistance movements that
share a common struggle against neoliberal
urban policies and shrinking democracy but
with different linkages to the notion and material manifestation of public space. What
they aim to is to study cases cover a wide
range of geographic locations and sociopolitical contexts. They also use their limited
space to include cases that are less studied.
4. How does the book contribute to your own ideas
of commons, landscape ethics, or public realm?
How does it change your understanding of the
possibilities and limitations of our professional

(and disciplinary) ﬁeld?
Before reading this book, I did some simple
research on the word commons. After the author raised the relationship between political
resistance and public space in Hong Kong
and Taiwan at the beginning of the article,
I took a second look at these things. First, I
visited Hong Kong as a case in point during
the protests. And then, I think, you can better understand these theories by looking for
analogies to things you know.
So, from my perspective, Beijing, my hometown, is a good place to understand the word
common.
Until the 1990s today’s urban areas were
mostly villages in that period. Different villages have their own common. The common of
my grandmother’s village is an open space
around a temple and stone tablets. The common of some villages is the area around a
big tree and a small pond, while the common of some villages is the area around a
private school. In the era when there was
no electronic communication equipment and
no entertainment facilities, the common of
a village undertook the functions of villagers’ self-governance and children’s play, in
addition to these, there are religious beliefs,
weddings and funerals and so on. That is the
public space in that period. If I can compare
myself with western society, I think the common of my hometown village at that time was
more like western churches, meeting houses
and green Spaces around them.

the time, the factory was like a new village,
almost autonomous, with its own hospital,
school and restaurant. The factory runs on
its own. The common of the factory becomes
its own playground within the factory. But it
is still function like common in village.
When nowadays my hometown became
an urban area, these were urban systems
planned by planners. Citizens move into
residential areas and work in office buildings. Although there are green Spaces, parks
and green space in cities, what is common,
or what group of people is common, is not
clear. With the development of science and
technology, people in cities no longer need
such a place to decide the affairs of a group.
As for the resistance movement in the public
space of urban areas, most of it is because
in the process of gentrification, the interests
of native citizens cannot be guaranteed, and
the high cost of living in urban areas makes it
difficult for them to survive unless they leave
their original areas. Compare Beijing’s gentrification process with That of Hong Kong,
where the government guarantees huge
compensation to its residents. The amount
they receive is enough to cover the cost of
living for decades even without jobs, and
they are given priority to work in government
basic level.
For our designers and planners, social economic change is not what we can control,
but what we can do is find ways for people
having a better life.

But due to the process of industrialization,
urbanization, everything is changing, the
change of industrial production will have a
lot of impact on the society. When the cotton
mill appeared in my hometown, quite a few
farmers came from the village to the mill. But
under the influence of the social system of
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